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Health Hazard with a Simple Solution

• The U.S. Surgeon General and EPA recommend that all 
homes be tested

• Radon is a cancer-causing natural radioactive gas that 
you can’t see, smell or taste which poses a danger to 
your family's health

• Exposure to Radon Causes Lung Cancer In Non-smokers 
and Smokers Alike. Radon is the leading cause of lung 
cancer among non-smokers and is the second leading 
cause of lung cancer in America and claims about 20,000 
lives annually

• Test Your Home for Radon - It's Easy and 
Inexpensive Fix your home if you have a radon level of 
4 pCi/L or more
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Radon causes thousands of cancer 
deaths in the US each year
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How does a home get Radon?
• Radon is a radioactive gas that comes from the 

natural breakdown of uranium in soil, rock and water 
and gets into the air you breathe 

• Radon typically moves up through the ground into 
your home through cracks and other holes in the 
foundation. Radon can also enter your home through 
well water. 

• Any home can have a radon problem. This means 
new and old homes, well-sealed and drafty homes, 
and homes with or without basements

• Nearly 1 out of every 15 homes in the United States 
is estimated to have an elevated radon level (4 pCi/L 
or more). Elevated levels of radon gas have been 
found in homes in your state
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US Elevated Radon Zone Map
• All homes should be tested regardless of location 

because homes with elevated levels of radon 
have been found in all three zones 

• The map should not be used in lieu of testing 
during real estate transactions

• The map was developed using five factors to 
determine radon potential:  indoor radon 
measurements; geology; aerial radioactivity; soil 
permeability; and foundation type 

• To find your state go to: http://www.epa.gov/radon/zonemap.html

http://www.epa.gov/radon/zonemap.html
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Types of Testing Devices
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Preventing Test Interference
In real estate transactions there are several ways to 

prevent or detect test interference:
• Use an active device that frequently records radon or 

decay product levels to detect unusual swings; 
• Employ a motion detector to determine whether the test 

device has been moved or conditions have changed; 
• Record the barometric pressure to identify weather 

conditions and record the temperature to help assess 
whether doors and windows have been opened; 

• Apply tamper-proof seals to windows to ensure closed 
house conditions; 

• Have the seller sign a non-interference agreement
• Home buyers and sellers should consult a qualified radon 

test provider about the use of these precautions
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During the Radon Testing
• Closed-house conditions requires keeping all windows 

closed, keeping doors closed except for normal entry and 
exit, and not operating fans or other machines which 
bring in air from outside 

• Maintain closed-house conditions during he entire time 
of a short term test, especially for tests shorter than one 
week in length

• Operate the home's heating and cooling systems 
normally during the test. 

• For tests lasting less than one week, operate only air-
conditioning units which re-circulate interior air

• Do not disturb the test device at any time 
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After the Radon Test
• If you conduct the test yourself, be sure to 

promptly return the test device to the laboratory 

• Be sure to complete the required information, 
including start and stop times, test location, etc.

• If an elevated level is found, contact a qualified 
radon-reduction contractor to lower the level

• Be sure that you or the radon tester can 
demonstrate or provide information to ensure 
that the testing conditions were not violated

• EPA recommends that you fix the home when the 
radon level is 4 pCi/L or more
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Remediation
• A variety of methods can be used to reduce radon in 

homes.  Sealing cracks and other openings in the 
foundation is part of most approaches to reduction 

• EPA does not recommend the use of sealing alone to 
limit radon entry since it has not been shown to lower 
radon levels significantly or consistently

• A system with a vent pipe(s) and fan(s) is used to reduce 
radon. These "sub-slab depressurization" systems do not 
require major changes to your home 

• Similar systems can be installed in homes with a crawl 
space to prevent gas from entering from below the 
concrete floor and from outside the foundation
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Mitigation System 
automatically 

operates to insure 
that radon is always 

within the EPA’s 
suggested range
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Evaluating a Contractor
Will the contractor provide references and test 

results of 'before‘/'after' levels of past work?

 Can the contractor explain what the work will 
involve, how long it will take to complete, and 
exactly how the system will work?

 Did the contractor inspect your home's structure 
before giving you an estimate? Does the 
contractor charge a fee for any diagnostic tests?

 Did the contractor review the quality of your 
radon measurement results and determine if 
appropriate testing procedures were followed?
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Does the Proposal Include
Proof of state certification and/or professional 

proficiency or certification credentials?

 Proof of liability insurance and having all 
necessary licenses to satisfy local requirements?

 Diagnostic testing prior to design & installation?

Warning device to caution you if the radon 
reduction system is not working correctly?

 Testing after installation to make sure the radon 
reduction system works well?

 A guarantee to reduce radon levels to 4 pCi/L or 
below, and if so, for how long?
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Approximate Installation and Operating Costs
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Radon Hotlines
EPA supports the following hotlines to best serve 

consumers with radon-related concerns
• 1-800-SOS-RADON (767-7236)* Purchase test kits
• 1-800-55RADON (557-2366)* Questions
• 1-800-644-6999* Radon Fit-It Hotline. For general 

info on fixing/reducing levels in your home 
• 1-866-528-3187* Línea Directa de Información

sobre Radón en Español
• 1-800-426-4791 Safe Drinking Water Hotline. For 

general information on drinking water, radon in 
water, testing and treatment, and standards for 
radon drinking water. Operated under a contract 
with EPA
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Additional Resources

• The right system depends on the design of your 
home and other factors

• Radon mitigation contractors may use other 
methods that may also work in your home

• Techniques for reducing radon are discussed in 
EPA's "Consumer's Guide to Radon Reduction."
As with any other household appliance, there are 
costs associated with the operation of the radon-
reduction system

http://www.epa.gov/radon/pubs/consguid.html
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About Realty3

• Realty3 is a large independent firm with a 

local presence and an International Network

– Offices to serve you throughout the Central CT 

and CT Shoreline areas

• Realty3 is a full service real estate firm with 

the following divisions:

– Residential, Commercial, Foreclosure, 

International & US Relocation, Auction, Rentals, 

New Construction, Property Management

• Our highly skilled professionals are ready to 

help you with any of your real estate needs


